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tion of the chapel. When the workman began, the
savages began to work in concert—some by their
gifts, others by their prayers; and they exerted
themselves with all their might to aid the workmen.
When the logs were squared, carting was out of the
question; but the savages carried pieces sixty feet
long and proportionately thick, and thus accumulated
all the timbers where the frame of the building was
to be hewn. There was no one who did not work
according to his strength. The women and children
all carried their pieces of timber; and several went
about it with so much fervor that they hurt them-
selves, and were sick for a long time. But the most
admirable of all was the workman who, never having
learned, became a master-architect.

This year closed with the change of governors that
was made,’” and the change which also took place
regarding the mission; for it became favored by the
men by whom it had been persecuted. At the same
time, we experienced the liberalities which the
king has extended to it, especially as regards the
rebuilding of the chapel.

1684.

We have not had a more perilous or a more honor-
able year for the mission than this one, during
which war embroiled all Canada, as we shall relate.
When spring had come, we began to erect the
chapel, which had been hewn into shape in the woods
during the winter. It was our plan to draw the
timbers over the snow, and thus to transfer all the
pieces to the place where the building was to be
erected. The workmen were disappointed, because
the snows melted sooner than they expected. We
knew not what to do, and could not make up our



